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Out in the cold
Why smokers have 
turned their backs 
on the British pub

A campaign group is encouraging trade 
associations to do more to defend 
the interests of adults who want to 
smoke and drink in a warm, comfort-
able environment.

Six years after a smoking ban was 
imposed in Scotland, and fi ve years af-
ter smoking was banned in pubs in the 
rest of the UK, thousands of smokers 
continue to shun Britain’s pubs in pro-
test at being forced to light up outside, 
whatever the weather.

Simon Clark, director of the smok-
ers’ group Forest, which runs the Save 
Our Pubs & Clubs campaign, says: 
“The hospitality industry has not done 
enough to lobby the Government to 
review the social and economic impact 
of the ban. Nor has it done enough to 
make smokers feel welcome in pubs.

“We appreciate that some publicans 
have tried to accommodate smokers 
by creating a nice outdoor area where 
their customers can smoke, but the 
regulations are far too strict.

“On a wet, windy day nothing can 
protect customers from the elements 
and smokers have voted with their feet. 
They have chosen to smoke and drink 
at home and, if the industry doesn’t 
lobby the Government to change the 
law to allow separate smoking rooms, 
those customers will never return.

“People will argue about the eco-
nomic impact of the smoking ban,” 
says Clark, “but the facts are clear. Be-
tween 1990 and 2006, before smok-
ing bans were introduced in Scotland, 
England, Wales and Northern Ireland, 
an average of 331 pubs closed each 
year in the United Kingdom. From 
2007 to 2010, after smoking bans 
were introduced, the average rose to 
1,550 a year.

“During that period the one major 
factor to change was the smoking ban. 
Aggressive price competition from su-
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Outdoor types: smokers in pubs are at the mercy of the British climate 

permarkets had been around for years, 
while the recession didn’t begin until 
the second quarter of 2008.”

Signifi cantly, says Clark, the data on 
pub closures shows England, Scot-
land, Wales and the Republic of Ireland 
following almost identical paths in the 
direct aftermath of smoking bans. Four 
years after bans were introduced in Ire-
land (2004) and Scotland (2006) those 
two countries had lost 11% of their 
pubs. England and Wales (where bans 
were introduced in 2007, one year after 
Scotland and three years after Ireland) 
followed the same trajectory.

Analysis commissioned by Save Our 
Pubs & Clubs in 2011 showed that tra-
ditional inner-city pubs have suffered 
the most since the introduction of the 
smoking ban. Hardest hit were those 
that didn’t have the facilities, or the 
market, to evolve into gastropubs. 

The majority of pub closures oc-

curred in places where a greater per-
centage of the population smoke, while 
the pubs least likely to close are in are-
as where potential customers are older 
and wealthier and less likely to smoke.

“Government must review the smok-
ing ban and consider options that bring 
us into line with most other countries in 
Europe where smoking is permitted in 
separate smoking rooms or designated 
smoking bars,” says Clark.

 “We are not trying to repeal the 
smoking ban but we want the law 
amended. There is no reason why pubs 
should not be given the option, if they 
have the space, to provide a separate 
room for those who choose to smoke.

“To date industry leaders have buried 
their heads in the sand and pretended 
the smoking ban is not a major factor in 
the closure of thousands of pubs. That 
attitude must change before more smok-
ers walk away and more pubs shut.”

In their own words

I used to meet my friend in the 
pub every week. We’ve barely 
seen each other since the 
smoking ban. When we tried 
to continue after the ban it 
was such a miserable affair 
we soon gave up. 
Pat Nurse, Lincoln

I used to go to the pub twice 
a week for a meal or drinks. 
Now it’s about once every three 
months. I smoke and drink 
at home. 
Nick Lowe, Tonbridge, Kent

I used to enjoy going out to 
pubs, cafés and restaurants. I 
haven’t done that since the ban. 
I don’t enjoy standing outside in 
all weathers to have a cigarette. 
Jocelyn Erskine-Kellie, 
London

Since the smoking ban, a lot 
of atmosphere has been lost in 
clubs and pubs due to most 
of the social activity taking 
place outside.
Adam Mason, Nottingham

I very rarely go inside a pub 
now. Socialising has become an 
ordeal because I am constantly 
on the look-out for an outside 
area where I am permitted to 
have a cigarette. 
Tim Paton, Greater 
Manchester

I no longer go to cafés, 
restaurants or pubs. The 
sizeable sums I once spent 
socialising in this country I now 
spend on trips abroad. Mostly I 
stay at home and smoke. 
Liz Barber, Darlington

In Florida you smoke in non-food 
bars, it should be like that here.
John Hewgill, Nottingham

Save Our Pubs & Clubs supports award for Best Smoking Area
For the second year in a 
row, the Save Our Pubs 
& Clubs campaign has 
joined forces with the 
tobacco company JTI 
to support the Best 
Smoking Area award in 
the Publican’s Morning 
Advertiser’s Great 
British Pub Awards 2012.

Campaign director 

▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼ ▼
For more information visit:  www.amendthesmokingban.com

Simon Clark says: “Given 
Britain’s climate, outdoor 
smoking areas are not 
a long-term answer 
to the smoking ban 
but it is important that 
we recognise those 
proprietors who have 

gone the extra mile to 
make smokers 

feel welcome.

“This award is our way of 
saying thank you to publicans 
who have done their very best 
to accommodate smokers in 
comfort, but our message to 
industry leaders is still the 
same. If you don’t want more 
pubs to close, you must lobby 
the Government to relax the 
regulations and amend 
the legislation.”

British Pub Awards 2012.

Simon Clark says: “Given 
Britain’s climate, outdoor 
smoking areas are not 
a long-term answer 
to the smoking ban 
but it is important that 
we recognise those 
proprietors who have 

gone the extra mile to 
make smokers 

feel welcome.
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 No smoke 
without ire 
 When the public places smoking ban in England was first introduced, it was extremely 
contentious, creating winners and losers and splitting the trade in two. Phil Mellows looks at 
the fallout five years on 

5,000
the estimated number of pubs to 
shut since the ban came in  

13.5%
the rate of decrease in the 
number of wet-led pubs

 F
ive years ago the pub 
industry in England was 
bracing itself for the smok-
ing ban. Many feared a 
disaster. Some think they 

got one.
The debate over the impact of 

the ban continues. It will probably 
never be possible to disentangle that 
causal thread from the others that 
tripped up the trade at around the 
same time — the recession, rising 
duty and the pubco debt crises to 
name just three.

Certainly, since July 2007 we have 

lost a lot of pubs. And the make-up 
of the pub sector has changed 
too. According to CGA Strategy the 
on-trade has shrunk by 10%. Within 
that, the number of wet-led pubs has 
fallen by 13.5% while food-led pubs 
have increased by 1.5%.

A
rguably, the smoking 
ban accelerated long-
term trends that are 
working against wet-led 
houses, and a study last 

year suggested a close correlation 
between the ban and pub closures in 
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the UK and Ireland.
And for those that survived, the 

price was high. Association of 
Licensed Managed Retailers bench-
marking figures show premises costs 
incurred by members leapt from less 
than 6% of turnover in 2007 to 10.7% 
of turnover in 2008. The following 
year it dropped back to 6% and 
stayed there. 

Anecdotal evidence confirms the 
increase came from forced expendi-
ture on outdoor areas for smokers.

Yet from another point of view 
pubs, and their customers, have 

 When the public places smoking ban in England was first introduced, it was extremely 
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 Simon Clark, Save Our Pubs & 
Clubs and director of smokers’ 
body Forest
I accept the majority of people 
have adapted to the ban, but a 
great deal of damage has been 
done — 5,000 pubs have closed. 
There is 97% compliance, but 
compliance doesn’t equal 
popularity. The fact we’re still 
talking about it shows that. 

The penalties are Draconian 
enough to deter anyone from 
breaking the law, and it’s no 
surprise customers don’t want to 
get their pub into trouble. But the 
ban is still an issue for quite a few 
publicans and their customers, 
and there’s a great deal of anger 
that I don’t see going away soon.

We’re realistic about the 
difficulty of getting an 
amendment to the law, but we 
continue to hold the Government 
to the previous administration’s 
promise of a review that will look 
at the full financial and social 
effect of the ban.

We also want a relaxation of the 
regulations. Britain and Ireland 
are almost alone in Europe in 
having a comprehensive ban on 
smoking. The Netherlands has 
relaxed its ban, giving small 

 The players 

owner-run bars the choice of being 
smoking or non-smoking.

Or why not follow the French 
example? Smoking areas are 
completely sheltered without any 
risk to staff and other customers, 
and smokers don’t feel like they’ve 
been expelled. That seems a 
reasonable compromise. It’s so 
heavy-handed and inflexible here.

We know, by anecdotal evidence, 
a lot of smokers have stopped going 
to pubs. That can’t be good for 
communities and the Government 
has to address this. 

They don’t want people lighting 
up in front of the children, yet by 
banning people from smoking in 
the pub it’s forcing them to smoke 
at home. The obvious place to 
smoke is a controlled environment 
like the pub. We remain convinced 
that’s the  best option and that the 
majority of pub-goers support that.

We have to keep the flame alive.

Martin Dockrell, director of 
research and policy, Action on 
Smoking & Health
The smoking ban has been very 
popular with the public and 
customers of licensed premises. 
Our latest survey shows huge 
support for smoke-free legislation 

with 80% supporting the ban — and 
it’s gone up among smokers, which 
suggests it’s not been nearly so 
bad for them as they thought it 
would be.

Fears among the licensed trade, 
inspired by the tobacco industry, 
about the impact of the ban have 
proved unwarranted. Pubs have had 
bigger issues to deal with over the 
past five years and they are 
evolving, selling more food.

The aim of the ban was never to 
get people to quit. It was always to 
reduce second-hand smoke, 
and there’s a wealth of scientific 
evidence that shows it works. Heart 
attacks are down and Alan Maryon 
Davies, president of the Faculty 
of Public Health, has described it as 
the biggest improvement to public 
health in 50 years.

Nick Bish, chief executive, 
Association of Licensed Managed 
Retailers (ALMR)
We’d been campaigning since the 
Labour government came in, but by 
2005 the writing was on the wall. 
Tim Martin, at JD Wetherspoon, 
pre-empted the ban by going 
no-smoking in some of his pubs and 
the gastro-chains were saying the 
ban was great news.

I don’t think we could have 
deflected the general move towards 
a smoking ban. I suppose we could 
have reached a wider audience 
— but the main thing was we bought 
time. We slowed the flow, and to an 
extent diverted it. 

I’m proud of what we did. It 
prepared the industry to manage 
the ban better. 

Undoubtedly there is some truth 

 Since almost the 
very start of Tony 
Blair’s Labour 
Government a 
ban on smoking in 
public places had 
been threatened — 
and the 10 years of 
waiting for the 
legislation were 
not idle ones for 
the pub trade.

Industry bodies 
lobbied against the 
ban, and organised 
pub operators in a bid to deflect 
an outright ban. The AIR 
campaign’s slogan put the 
case succinctly — ban the 
smoke, not the smoker.

Where they could, pubs 
created smoke-free zones, in 
particular in dining areas, and 
invested in ventilation and 
air-cleaning systems. Signs went 
up in windows to declare the 
pub’s smoking policy.

But still pressure grew for a 

ban. Public 
opinion began to 
be swayed and 
some pub 
operators, 
notably the JD 
Wetherspoon 
group, broke 
ranks and 
banned smoking 
ahead of the 
legislation.

Until the last 
moment a partial 
reprieve seemed 

the likeliest outcome — the ban 
would affect only pubs that 
served food. But as the industry 
debated the virtue of the 
compromise — and worried 
about the pub trade being split 
— the Government dropped the 
idea and imposed a complete 
ban following the example of the 
Scottish, Northern Ireland and 
Welsh Assemblies.

The law came into force in 
England on 1 July 2007. 

 Story of the ban 

adapted to the change and come 
through it all remarkably well. And, 
as our examples show, food is not the 
only answer.

In addition, as the industry 
has made its peace with another 
regulation, contending viewpoints 
are converging. 

While Save Our Pubs & Clubs con-
tinues to campaign for a review of 
the legislation, separate smoking 
rooms and a relaxation of the rules 
on smoking shelters, it concedes the 
ban is here to stay. 

And the British Beer & Pub Asso-
ciation, often criticised for fence-sit-

ting, now seems to admit the smok-
ing ban should take its share of the 
blame for pub closures.

Through it all, as ever, the pub has 
proved to be the great survivor. We 
can all raise a glass to that. But if 
you’re going to light up that cigar 
you’ll have to take it outside. 

Out in the cold: some pub 
customers have adapted well to 
the smoking ban’s introduction

£25,000
the cost of the decked smoking 
area at Ye Olde Whyte Lyon in 
Locksbottom, Kent
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Tim Martin, chairman, JD 
Wetherspoon
A few years before the ban we 
perceived that pubs were caught 
in a pincer movement: more and 
more people were giving up 
smoking, more and more places 
were banning it, so the only 
refuge for smokers was the pub. 

Consequently, pubs got 
smokier and smokier, and 
non-smokers were starting to 
reject pubs in a big way. Pubs 
were appealing to fewer people. 

It was our view a smoking ban 
would bring short-term pain, but 
long-term gain as a majority of 
non-smokers rediscovered their 
appetite for pubs. That view was 
confirmed by visits to the USA 
where there was zero demand for 
a return to smoking — just as 
there is almost zero demand for 
smoking in British pubs now.

In the meantime the initially 
difficult, but beneficial, effects of 
the ban have been counteracted 
by a 42% increase in excise duty, a 
big jump in VAT and new costs in 
terms of employment and other 
regulations. Tax and regulation is 
what is killing pubs, and we 
shouldn’t confuse that problem 
with the benefits of the ban.

The players

in the claim that the smoking ban 
has closed pubs, especially the 
landlocked, male-dominated pubs 
that have that sort of smoking 
customer. There’s no doubt it played 
its part, but so did the credit crunch 
of 2008 and unviable rents. 

But we’ve come through it. Most 
pubs are more pleasant places to 
be, most ALMR members will say it’s 
been good for business and 95% of 
them wouldn’t want to go back.

The issue’s not going to go away, 
though. The health lobby wants to 
reduce the opportunities for people 
to smoke and the ban could be 
extended to all public places — pub 
gardens and yards and doorsteps. 
As far as the trade’s concerned we 
must be alert. 

Our business must resist an 
extension of the ban at all costs. 

Brigid Simmonds, chief executive, 
British Beer & Pub Association
We always said the smoking ban 
would hurt trade, and it 
undoubtedly did. 

What made the challenge so 
much worse was the perfect storm 
of other factors that hit us shortly 
afterwards. 

The recession, rising costs and 
the huge and unnecessary rises in 
tax on beer — up 42% since the 
Budget of March 2008 when the 
escalator policy was introduced — 
have hit pubs hard. 

And while some have adapted 
very successfully to the smoking 
ban, it has been a mixed picture. We 
estimate that the industry invested 
around £100m in outside areas, 
which gave those 
pubs an 

advantage, but not all pubs were 
able to do that. 

Food is also a key factor, with 
more food-led premises doing 
better and traditional, wet-led pubs 
being the hardest hit. 

Oliver Griffiths, CR Consulting 
(organisers of the AIR campaign)
The effects of the ban have been 
written out of history by the pub 
industry, and especially by the BBPA 
which prefers to attribute pub 
closures to higher beer taxation or 
other factors — for the obvious 
reason that these can possibly be 
reversed or ameliorated whereas 
this is extremely unlikely for the 
smoking ban. 

The greatest closure rates have 
been in local community pubs, 
which have the highest proportion 
of smokers. Those that have 
survived have largely been, or 
become, food outlets — in many 
cases restaurants that are pubs in 
name and history but lack the social 
interaction of true pubs.

Even now the UK is in a small 
minority of EU countries in having a 
total, and enforced, smoking ban.

The great winners have been 
barstaff, who can enjoy much 

better working conditions. 

With the five-year anniversary of the smoking ban’s implementation 
approaching, the on-trade universe between December 2007 and 
December 2011 has reduced by more than 10%. Regulatory change, 
recession, increasing taxation and supermarket prices have all taken their 
toll on the licensed trade — as has the smoking ban. 

Eating, as a segment, has fared well due to innovation in branded food and 
the acceptance of food as a successful driver for footfall. This is partly due to 
consumers trading down to quality pub eating occasions rather than more 
expensive restaurant meals.

Nightclubs and wet-led pubs have seen the largest decline in outlet numbers 
— areas of the market where the smoking ban is likely to have had a 
substantial impact. Changing drinking habits and increasing competition for 
consumers’ leisure spend from outside as well as within the on-trade, are 
likely to have added to declines in these segments.

Food-led pubs have weathered the storm well, while the numbers of social 
clubs and bingo halls have unsurprisingly dwindled. This is partly due to 
cultural changes as younger generations opt for an ever-increasing range of 
leisure activities, plus there is competition from online gaming where players 
can choose to smoke in the comfort of their own home. 

Circuit bars have also felt the impact of regulatory change, but in their own 
right have also become increased competition to traditional nightclubs since 
the licensing review. Many offer a high-tempo experience with ambient 
music, and late opening hours mean customers are less inclined to move on 
to clubs until later in the evening. 

The smoking ban – five years on
England/Wales on-trade

111,833 outlets 
-10.2%

 Eating Drinking Entertainment Sleeping
 32,188 57,026 15,000 11,619
 0.9% -13.6% -9.9% -19.2%

 

 Restaurants Wet-led pubs Nightclubs Hotels
 20,817 29,943 1,767 6,255
 1.5% -13.5% -29.9% 4.9%

 

 
 

Food-led pubs Social clubs Bingo
 11,033 13,877 428
 1.5% -17.4% -20.4%

  

  Circuit bars Selected breakdowns only —
  14,197         outlet index — December
  -9.1% 2007 v December 2011

Source: CGA
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 Ye Olde Whyte Lyon, 
Locksbottom, Kent
Ye Olde Whyte Lyon won the 
prize for Best Outdoor Area 
in last year’s Great British Pub 
Awards. The Shepherd 
Neame managed house, 
which dates back to 1626, has 
a £25,000 decked area with 
umbrellas, heaters and TV 
screens.

Tim Mannion has been 
manager for 11 years. 

“We have a lot of smoking 
customers and I felt we had to 
cater for them,” he says. 

“We took a very positive 
attitude towards the ban. The 
competition didn’t address the 
problems as well as we did — and 
they still haven’t. 

“It took some investment, of 
course, but the pub’s doing very 
well. The outdoor area is the 
busiest part of the pub on a 
Friday and Saturday night, full of 
smokers and non-smokers.”

The Golden Lion, Ashton-in-
Makerfield, Lancashire
Amber Taverns took over the 
Golden Lion three years ago and 
gave it a thorough makeover, 
including the installation of a 
sheltered smoking area with 
tables and patio heaters.

Manager Nicola Crawford adds 
flowers to give it a homely feel.

“You have to make an effort or 
people will smoke in the 
doorway, and you don’t want 
that,”  she says. “We want people 
to go out  there in groups —  non-
smokers included — so the 
smokers don’t feel isolated.

“I would say 70% to 80% of our 
customers are smokers. The ban 
hit pubs like ours really hard, but 
you have to do something and 
provide something extra, so 
smokers feel special. 

community pub with a popular  
pie menu and lots of activity to 
attract customers.

It has a small, colourful beer 
garden with murals painted by a 
local artist. Snuggies — blankets 
with arms — are provided to keep 
people warm outside. 

“They’re an eco-friendly 
alternative to heaters,” says 
Johanson. “They cost £6 to £7 
each, but loads of people use 
them.

“My new idea for smokers is to 
get in electronic cigarettes to sell 
behind the bar. People are scared 
to try them, but I think they’re a 
brilliant idea. People can smoke 
indoors again and there could be 
a great bounce-back for pubs.”

The main reason for the 
Kenton’s success, though,  is 
entertainment.

“The pubs that are closing are 
pubs that are doing absolutely 
nothing to get people in. Three 
years ago, when I came, this pub 
was exactly like that.

“You have to give people a 
good reason to visit. We have 
something going on every night 
— Thursday is Ladies’ Night,  for 
example, and we have  jumble 
sales, cup cakes and a hair 
parlour.” 

 The pubs 

“We put on events outdoors and 
build a bar in the garden so people 
can still have the experience of 
smoking at the bar. That’s the  kind 
of thing that keeps them coming 
back.”

The Sportsman, Morley, Leeds
Since he took over the Sportsman 
three years ago Colin White has 
revived the Admiral Taverns 
tenancy — despite not doing any 
food.

“It’s a real locals’ pub with a 
steady trade,” he says. “About 30% 
of the regulars are smokers and  
we upgraded the outdoor area, 
which was in a pretty rough state, 
and put in a large smokers’ shelter. 
Luckily it’s a south-facing garden 
and gets well-used.

“We don’t do food, but  we’re 
happy for customers to  bring a 
takeaway, and they eat them 
outside.

“Since the facelift the garden has 
been a real attraction. People  can 
see it as they go past and it’s 
brought in more customers. It has 
also extended our trading area. 
Without it we’re a very small pub.”

The Woodman, Highgate, north 
London
Tom Helliwell took the lease of  the 

Woodman in 2007, just as the 
smoking ban was coming in. Now a 
£150,000 refurbishment scheme, 
mostly paid for by landlord Scottish 
& Newcastle Pub Company, has 
reworked the outdoor area, more 
than doubling its capacity from 120 
people to 300 — and introduced an 
alfresco fireplace.

“It’s still a community pub with 
70% wet sales, but we’ve gentrified 
it,” says Helliwell. “The latest refurb 
matches the quality of the food. We 
have a 90 square metre covered 
area with a fireplace and chimney 
breast with a gas fire. 

“We’ve also got infra-red heaters 
and outdoor TVs, and over the 
summer we’ll soften it with  more 
planting.

“Table service extends outside, 
too,” he adds. “It means that people 
stay longer and  we can double our 
take thanks to staff actively selling 
at the table. 

“Since the refurb, turnover has 
gone up 25%. It’s now £25,000 a 
week, and in the summer I reckon 
we’ll do twice that.”

The Kenton Arms, Hackney, 
north-east London
Admiral Taverns tenant Egil 
Johanson has transformed the 
Kenton from a boozer to a stylish smokers feel special. 
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which dates back to 1626, has 

customers and I felt we had to 
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It’s time to relax  
the smoking ban
Government should 
look to Europe, say 
campaigners

Campaigners have called for the law 
on smoking in Britain’s pubs and bars 
to be brought in to line with the majority 
of countries in Europe where restrictions 
are less Draconian.

They also want the regulations on 
outdoor smoking areas to be relaxed 
so that smokers can light up outside in 
greater comfort.

“The UK’s uniquely aggressive policy 
has caused the closure of thousands 
of pubs and clubs,” says Simon Clark, 
director of the smokers’ group Forest, 
which manages the Save Our Pubs & 
Clubs campaign.

There are 27 countries in the Europe-
an Union. Only two (Spain and Cyprus) 
have bans comparable to those in the 
British Isles. 

“The great majority of EU countries 
allow smoking rooms in bars and res-
taurants and several exempt the small-
est outlets. Some are content to allow 
smokers and non-smokers to co-habit 
in separate areas of the same rooms.

“Many countries in Europe have found 
a sensible compromise that dramatically 
reduces non-smokers’ exposure to to-
bacco smoke but still gives customers a 
choice,” says Clark. 

“Even Sweden, which has the low-
est rate of workplace exposure in 
the EU, still allows smoking rooms in  

its workplaces.
“Elsewhere there are options rang-

ing from licensed smoking premises, 
exempting small or drink-only bars,  
and smoking rooms of various sizes  
and specifications.”

Enforcement and regulations vary 
greatly. Smoking tents are a common 
sight outside French bars and restau-
rants. Countries that still allow desig-
nated smoking rooms (or areas) include 
Austria, Belgium, Croatia, Czech Re-
public, Denmark, Estonia, Hungary, Ita-
ly, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, 
Poland, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, 

Sweden and Romania. With the excep-
tion of Bavaria, most states in Germany 
also permit smoking in some bars.

The Netherlands, famously, amended 
its ban in 2010 to allow smoking in small 
bars that have no staff other than the 
owner. Even Spain, which introduced 
a comprehensive ban in January 2011, 
allows smoking rooms in private smok-
ing clubs.

“All we want is for the Government to 
review the economic and social impact 
of the smoking ban in Britain, study the 
options available abroad, and amend 
our law accordingly,” says Clark.

Publicans should do 
more to fight the ban
Musician Joe Jackson, who 
now lives in Berlin, says 
publicans in Britain should do 
more to fight the smoking ban
“We’re told everyone has 
‘adapted’ to the ban, ‘got used 
to it’, ‘moved on’ etc, but this 
is meaningless when smokers 
have no choice in the matter. 
A total ban backed up by stiff 
penalties is difficult to oppose in 
any visible way so it was always 
going to be portrayed as a 
success as long as there weren’t 
riots in the streets. 

“I no longer go to pubs except 
occasionally to eat a meal, see 
a band, or sit in a pub garden in 
nice weather. When in the UK I 
socialise at home or in friends’ 
homes. Sitting in a non-smoking 
pub I’m uncomfortable because 
I feel that, by patronising it, I am 
in effect supporting the ban.  
Yes, some pubs have made an 
effort but more certainly needs 
to be done.” 

What sort of welcome is that?
Smokers may have adapted to 
the smoking ban but many still 
feel persecuted
Five years on and Ellie, a pensioner, 
feels more strongly about the 
smoking ban than she did when it 
was introduced.

Have you adapted to the ban? If 
so, how?
Yes, because I have no wish to be 
fined or suffer the humiliation of  
a public reprimand.

Has your social life changed 
since the ban?
Almost completely, as the pub/club 
was part of my social life.

I’d call accommodation in the  
wind and rain.

Would it make a difference if 
it did or would you still feel 
unwelcome?
I would only feel welcome if I 
could go back inside and enjoy the 
warmth, security and comfort that 
everyone else enjoys. 

Do you feel less or more 
strongly about the ban five  
years on?
More strongly. I feel persecuted, 
humiliated and robbed of  
a perfectly legal and  
pleasurable pastime.

For more information visit:  www.amendthesmokingban.com
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Do you go to pubs as often as  
you did before?
No.

If not, where do you drink/smoke?
I drink and smoke at home mostly 
during the winter but look forward 
to the summer when socialising 
becomes more normal.

Has your local pub made an effort 
to accommodate smokers?
Not really, as it is so restricted by 
this unreasonable and spiteful law. 
A metal box (substituting for an 
ashtray) on the wall outside, together 
with damp wooden bench seats 
covered by an umbrella is not what 

Puff proposition: a bar in Den 
Helder, The Netherlands, which 
allows smoking in owner-run bars  
with no staff

Smokers are now 
the only minority 
whose minority 
status is quoted 
as justification 
for abuse
Joe Jackson (musician)
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